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THONG BAO KY THUAT TAU BIEN
TECHNICAL INFORMATION ON SEA-GOING SHIPS

Ngay 21 thang 3 nam 2020
So théng bao: 017T1/20TB
Ngi dung: Huong dan cia T6 chirc Indian Ocean MOU (Thoa thudn vé hop tac kiém sodt
tau bién cia cdc Quoc gia cé cang khu vuc An DO Duwong) vé gidi quyét cdac
trueong hop do tac dong cia dich bénh Covid-19 bung phat.
Kinh giri: Céc cha tau/ céng ty quan ly tau bién
Cac don vi dang kiém tau bién

 Ngay 20/3/2020, Ban Thu ky cua T6 chirc Indian Ocean MOU (Thoa thuan vé hop tac

kiém soat tau bién cua cac Quoc gia co cang khu vuc An D9 Duong) da ra thong cdo bao chi
veé hudng dan giai quyét cac truong hop do tac dong cta dich bénh Covid-19 bung phat.

Chlng tdi xin gui cac Quy Pon vi thong cdo bdo chi cua Indian Ocean MOU va
thong bao s6 01/2020, 02/2020 ctia to6 chirc ndy vé hudng dan giai quyét cac truong hop do
tac dong cua dich bénh Covid-19 bung phat.

Dé nghi c4c Quy Pon vi pho bién Thong bao ndy dén tat ca cac cong ty van tai bién
va cac tau.

Thong bao ky thuat nay dugc néu trong muc: Thong bao/ Thong bao ky thuqt
tau biéen ctia Cong thong tin dién tir Cuc DPKVN: http://www.vr.org.vn.

Néu Quy Pon vi can thém thdng tin, dé nghi lién hé:

Cuc Pang kiém Viét Nam

Phong Tau bién

Dia chi: 18 Pham Hung, Phuong My Dinh 2, Quan Nam Tu Liém,
Ha Ngi Pién thoai: +84 24 37684701 (sé6 may lé: 521)

Fax: +84 24 37684722

Thw dién nr: taubien@vr.org.vn; bangph@vr.org.vn

Xin giri dén cac Quy Pon vi 101 chio tran trong./.

Noi nhén: 5
- Nhu trén; - Cé&c chi cuc dang kiém;
- Phong QP, TB, CN, HTQT; - Luu TB./.

- Trung tam VRQC, TH;



INDIAN OCEAN MOU ON PORT STATE CONTROL
SECRETARIAT

PRESS RELEASE

INDIAN OCEAN MOU ISSUING GUIDANCE FOR DEALING
WITH IMPACT OF THE OUTBREAK OF THE COVID-19

Recognizing that, due to the outbreak of the COVID-19, the entire Global
Shipping industry is facing numerous challenges in meeting statutory
requirements stipulated in the Maritime Labour Convention 2006 (MLC
2006) and other relevant IMO conventions, Understanding that there is a
necessity to deal with such crucial circumstances (such as extending
periods of service onboard of seafarers, delaying periods for surveys,
inspections and audits, etc. as necessary) by adopting some important and
critical guidance among the member Authorities, and

Also realising that the Indian Ocean MOU’s one of the primary
responsibilities is to harmonise its port State control activities along with
the other MOUs associated with IMO,

The Member Authorities of the IOMOU have agreed to adopt an
important and pragmatic guidance in the most practical and harmonized
approach.

This guidance is prepared based on the general principle that
requests/issues from the operators/owners/managers would be
considered on a case-to-case basis by the relevant port State
Authority.

In accordance with the guidance, the port State Authority should request
the operator/owner/manager concerned to confirm that the flag State
and/or the RO, relevant seafarers’ organizations (as appropriate) have
been involved in the process. For consideration of the request by the port
State Authority, operators/owners/ship managers concerned should
provide a plan or process containing equivalent solutions to address the
COVID-19 situation and letters of dispensation or exemption issued by

BAN THU KY INDIAN OCEAN MOU VE KIEM SOAT CUA
QUOC GIA CO CANG

THONG CAO BAO CHI

INDIAN OCEAN MOU BAN HANH HUONG DAN GIAI QUYET
CAC TRUONG HQP DO TAC PONG CUA BUNG PHAT COVID-19

Thira nhan rang, do sy bung phat cia COVID-19, toan bd nganh Van tai
bién toan cau dang phai d6i mat voi nhiéu thach thic trong viée dap tmg
cac yéu cau theo ludt dinh duoc quy dinh trong Cong udc Lao dong hang
hai naim 2006 (MLC 2006) va cac cong udce cua IMO cé lién quan khac,
nhan thirc sy can thiét dé giai quyét cac tinh hudng quan trong nhu vy
(chang han nhu kéo dai thoi gian phuc vu trén tau cua thuyén vién, tri hoan
thoi gian kiém tra va danh gia, ... khi can thiét) bang cach théng qua mot sO
huéng dan quan trong va then chot giita cac Co quan c6 tham quyén, va

DPong thoi thira nhdn mdt trong nhing trach nhiém chinh cua Indian
Ocean MOU la hai hoa cac hoat dong kiém soat cia Quoc gia cO cang
thanh vién cung vdi cac MOU khac lién quan dén IMO,

Céac Co quan c6 thim quyén thanh vién cia IOMOU da nht tri théng qua
huong dan quan trong va thuc dung theo céach ti€p can thuc t€ va hai hoa
nhét.

Huong dan nay duoc xay dung dua trén nguyén tic chung 13 cic yéu
cau/vin dé tir nhitng nguoi khai thac/chu tau/nguoi quan ly tau s¢ duoc
xem xét trén co s timg truong hop béi Co quan co tham quyén ciia Qubc
gia c6 cang co lién quan.

Theo hudng dan, Co quan c6 tham quyén ciia Qudc gia co cang can yéu
cau ngu0’1 khai thac/chu tau/nguoi qudn Iy tau cd li€n quan xac nhén la
Qudc gia tau mang cO quoc tich va/hodc RO, cac t6 chirc clia thuyen vién
6 lién quan (néu thich hO’p) da tham gia vao qua trinh nay. bé Co quan

c¢6 tham quyén ciia Qudc gia co cang xem xét yéu cau, nhirng nguoi khai
thac/chil tau/ngudi quan 1y tau cd lién quan can cung cap ké hoach hodc
quy trinh bao gdm céc giai phap twong dwong dé giai quyét tinh hudng do




the flag State or RO, under which the period of grace for delaying
surveys, inspections or audits should be reflected, however, such period at
this moment, shall not be exceeding more than three months from the date
of expiry of the applicable certificates, in accordance with the relevant
regulations of the conventions.

The guidance will be reviewed upon any future initiatives taken by the
IMO/ILO or developments of the situation.

20 March 2020

Contact: IOMOU Secretariat

Ushakal House No. 92, Plot A-8,

Rangavi Estate, Dabolim, Goa-403801, India.
Email: iomoul@dataone.in/ iomou.sec@nic.in
Website: www.iomou.org

COVID-19 gay ra va thu mién trir hodc mién giam do Qudc gia tau mang
cd qudc tich hoidc RO cip, theo d6 thoi gian 4n han cho viée tri hodn kiém
tra hodc danh gia can dugc néu ra, tuy nhién, khoang thoi gian do tai thoi
diém nay, khong qua ba thang ké tir ngay hét han cua cac gidy chirng nhan
ap dung, theo cac quy dinh c6 li€n quan cua cac cong udc.

Huéng din s& dugc xem xét dya trén bt ky sang kién nao trong tuwong lai
dugc thuc hign béi IMO/ILO hoac dién bién cua tinh huong.

Ngay 20/3/2020

Lién hé: IOMOU Secretariat

Ushakal House No. 92, Plot A-8,

Rangavi Estate, Dabolim, Goa-403801, India.
Email: iomoul@dataone.in/ iomou.sec@nic.in
Website: www.iomou.org

INDIAN OCEAN MOU ON PORT STATE CONTROL
SECRETARIAT

Circular Letter No. 1/2020
Date: 20.03.2020

GUIDANCE FOR DEALING WITH IMPACT OF THE
OUTBREAK OF THE COVID-19 RELATING TO MLC 2006

Introduction

Noting the impact of the COVID-19 the member Authorities of Indian
Ocean MOU has agreed to consider the issue of extending periods of
service on board ships and accept there may be a need to apply flexibility
under the circumstances. As a general principal requests would be
considered on a case by case basis by the relevant port State.

Guidelines for port States

In doing so the port State should request the operator of the ship confirm
that the flag State and relevant seafarer organisations (if applicable) have
been involved in the process.

BAN THU KY INDIAN OCEAN MOU VE KIEM SOAT CUA
QUOC GIA CO CANG
Thong bao sb: 1/2020
Ngay: 20/3/2020
HUONG DAN GIAI QUYET CAC TRUONG HQP DO TAC PONG
CUA BUNG PHAT COVID-19 LIEN QUAN PEN MLC 2006
Gidi thiéu
Nhian thiy tac dong cua COVID-19, cac Co quan co ‘thém quyén thanh
Vién cua Indian Ocean MOU da dong y xem xét van de kéo dai thoi gian
phuc vu trén tau, va chap nhan c6 thé can phai ap dung linh hoat trong cac

tinh huong Vé nguyen tac chung, cac yéu cau sé dugc xem xét trong tirng
truong hop bai Qudc cang co lién quan.

Hwéng din cho cic quoc gia cing

Dé lam nhu Vay, Qudc gia c6 cang can yéu cau nguoi khai thic tau xac
nhan la Quoc gia tau mang co qudc tich va cac t6 chirc ciia thuyén vién co
lién quan (néu 4p dung) di tham gia vao qua trinh niy.




When advising the port State of the need to extend periods on board the
operator should provide a plan or process that covers how variations to the
MLC requirements would be managed. This plan or process may include,
or consist of:

e Amendments to the relevant parts of the Declaration of
Maritime Labour Compliance - Part | & Il respect of section
10 of Standard A5.1.3 of the MLC that to provide specific
equivalents solutions to address the 2019-nCoV virus situation.

e Letter of dispensations issued by flag States including
appropriate conditions, accompanied by a plan submitted by
the ship owner describing what measures being taken to
comply with the conditions imposed by the flag State.

As an indicator of what the port State should look at, details such as
those listed below would be relevant to any plan or equivalent
issued:

1.  Has the flag state been engaged and has the operator also consulted
with the crew and relevant seafarer organisations?

2. What are the anticipated voyages noting such latitude may not be
required where the vessel is not headed toward a COVID-19 area.

3. Are the crew willing to, or requesting to, stay on board? There can be
no uncertainty about this element. We note that in some cases crew may
want to remain on board as they cannot get home where they live in a
COVID-19 area.

4. How are the crew’ entitlements under MLC to be protected? The ship
owner should advise how the crews’ entitlements are to be protected in
light of the extended stay on board and what plans the ship owner has to
repatriate them.

If the port State was satisfied then they would not object to such proposals
and should communicate this fact to the administration of the next port the
vessel is headed to. It is up to the operator to confirm the next port
similarly has no objection.

Khi théng bao cho Qudc gia co cang ve su can thiét phai kéo dai thoi gian
trén tau, nguoi khai thac tau can cung cép mot ké hoach hodc qué trinh
trong d6 chi ra cac thay doi so voi cac yéu cau ciia MLC sé& dugc quan 1y
nhu thé nao. K& hoach hodc qua trinh nay c6 thé gom, hodc bao gom:

. Stra d6i, bo sung ddi voi cc phan c6 lién quan cua Ban cong
bo phu hop lao dong hang hai - Phan I & II theo muc 10 Tiéu
chuan A5.1.3 cua MLC nham cung cap céac giai phap tuong
duong cu thé dé giai quyét tinh trang do vi rat 2019-nCoV.

. Thu mién trir do Qubc gia tau mang cd qudc tich cap bao gom
cac diéu kién thich hop, kém theo ké hoach dugc chu tau trinh,
mo ta cac bi¢n phap dugc thuc hi¢n dé tuan thu cac di€u kién
do Quoc gia tau mang co quoc tich quy dinh.

LA yéu t6 thudc van dé ma Qudc gia co cang can xem xét, cac chi tiét
duoc liét ké dudi day lién quan bat ky ké hoach hoac bo tri tuong duong
nao dugc ban hanh:

1. Qubc gia tau mang co quéc tich da tham gia va nguoi khai thac tau cling da
tham khao ¥ kién ctia thuyén vién va cac t6 chitc ciia thuyén vién c6 lién quan?

2. Céc chuyén di du kién nhu thé ndo, Iuvu ¥ mirc d6 rong co thé khong
duoc yéu cau khi tau khong di vé phia khu vue c6 COVID-19.

3. Thuyén vién c6 san sang, hodc yéu cau, ¢ lai trén tau khong? Khong
the c¢6 su khong chic chin vé yeu tb nay. Chang t61 luu y rang trong mot
sO trudng hop, thuyén vién c6 thé mudn ¢ lai trén tau vi ho khong thé vé
nha noi ho song trong khu vuc c6 COVID-19.

4. Cac quyén loi cia thuyén vién theo MLC dugc bao vé nhu thé nao?
Chu tau can thdng bao cach thirc quyén loi cta thuyén vién dugc bao vé
trong thoi gian ho Iuu tri kéo dai trén tau va ké hoach cua cha tau hoi
hwong ho thé nao.

Néu Quéc gia c6 cang thay phi hop thi ho s& khong phan ddi cac dé xuat
d6 va nén thong bao thuc té nay cho Chinh quyén cia cang tiép theo ma
tau du dinh téi. Trach nhiém ciia nguoi khai thac tau xéc nhén la cang tiép
tuong tu khdng ¢ sy phan ddi.




INDIAN OCEAN MOU ON PORT STATE CONTROL
SECRETARIAT

Circular Letter No. 2/2020
Date: 20.03.2020

GUIDANCE FOR DEALING WITH IMPACT OF THE
OUTBREAK OF THE COVID-19 RELATING TO RELEVANT
IMO CONVENTIONS

Introduction

Noting the global impact of COVID-19 and considering the relevant IMO
Circular Letters, the member Authorities of the Indian Ocean have agreed
to consider the issue of delaying periods for the surveys, inspections and
audits, and accept there may be a need to apply flexibility under the
special circumstances. As a general principle the following guidelines
would be applied on a case by case basis by the relevant port State
Authority.

Guidelines for port States
Interval of surveys and audits required by the conventions

In the event that a ship has not complied with the requirements of the
surveys, inspections and audits contained in relevant convention
requirements (SOLAS Chapter | Regulation 10 etc.), the ship must
provide evidence to the port State that the flag State has agreed to an
exceptional delay specific to COVID-19. There should also be evidence
that the ship has a plan that covers how the ship will be brought back into
the regular survey or audit cycle.

This pragmatic relaxation of requirements should be applied by port States
on ships which have exceeded the requirements by not more than three
months. Any vessel beyond the grace period of three months should be
treated in the normal manner.

BAN THU KY INDIAN OCEAN MOU VE KIEM SOAT CUA
QUOC GIA CO CANG

Thong bao sd: 2/2020
Ngay: 20/3/2020

HUONG DAN GIAI QUYET CAC TRUONG HQP DO TAC PONG
CUA SU'BUNG PHAT COVID-19 LIEN QUAN BEN CAC CONG UOC
THICH HQP CUA IMO

Gioi thiéu

Nhan thiy tac dong toan cau cia COVID-19 va xem Xét cac thong bao c6
li€n quan cua IMO, cac Co quan c6 tham quyén thanh vién cua Indian
Ocean MOU di dong ¥ xem xét van dé tri hodn thoi gian cho cac cudce
kiém tra, danh gia va chp nhan c6 thé can phai &p dung tinh linh hoat
trong cac hoan canh dic biét. V& nguyén tic chung, cac huong dan sau
day s€ duoc ap dung trong tung truong hop boi Co quan co thaim quyén
cua Quoc gia c¢6 cang lién quan.

Hwéng din cho cic quoc gia cing

Khodng thoi gian kiém tra va ddnh gid theo yéu cau cua cc cong udc

Trong truong hop tau khong tuan thu cac yéu cau vé cac cudc kiém tra
va danh gia theo yéu cau cua cac cong udce lién quan (Quy dinh 10
Chuong I cua SOLAS, ...), tau phai cung cap bang chirng cho Quéc gia
co cang la Quéc gia tau mang co quoc tich da dong sy tri hodn dic biét
cu thé do COVID-19. Ciing can c6 bang ching cho thdy tau co ké
hoach bao gém cach thac dé tau trd lai thuc hién chu ky kiém tra hodc
danh gid thuong xuyén.

Viéc néi long mdt cach thuc dung cac yéu cu nén duoc cac Quéc gia €0
cang ap dung trén cic tau di vuot qua yéu cau khong qué ba thang. Bat ky
tau nao vuot qua thoi gian 4n han ba thang can dugc dbi xur theo cach
thong thuong.




Duration of certificates

In accordance with the relevant convention requirements, the flag State
Administration may extend the validity of certificates up to three months
or may issue short term certificates, the period of the validity is no more
than three months from the expiry date of the full term original
certificates. In such case the ship must provide the evidence to the port
State that the flag State Administration has agreed to an exceptional delay
specific to COVID-19 and that the ship has a plan that covers when the
ship will be scheduled to be subject to the renewal survey and audits.

Where there is no evidence from the flag State, the ship should be treated
in the normal manner as per the Indian Ocean MOU procedures.

This pragmatic relaxation of requirements should be applied by port States on
ships which have exceeded the requirements by not more than three months.
Any vessel beyond the grace period of three months from the expiry date of the
full term original certificates should be treated in the normal manner.

Installation of Ballast Water Management System

In the event that a ship cannot meet the requirements of Regulation B-3 of
the Ballast Water Management convention due to delay of dry-docking
caused by disruption from COVID-19, the port State should seek
confirmation that the flag State has agreed to an exceptional delay specific
to COVID-19. There should also be evidence that the ship has a plan that
covers how the ship will comply with the requirements of Regulation B-3
of BWM.

This pragmatic relaxation of requirements should be applied by port States
on ships which have exceeded the date required by not more than three
months. Any vessel beyond the grace period of three months should be
treated in the normal manner.

Review of the quidance

This guidance will be reviewed as appropriate to keep aligned with
developments of the COVID-19 virus and future initiatives by IMO.

Thoi han cua céce gidy chirng nhin

Phu hop véi céc yéu ciu cua cac cong ude lién quan, Chinh quyén Hang
hai cta Qudc gia tau mang cd qudc tich co the gla han hi¢u lyc cua giay
chung nhan 1én dén ba thang hodc co thé cap gidy ching nhén ngin han
voi thoi han hiéu luc khong qua ba thang ké tir ngay hét han cua glay
chung nhan goc dai han. Trong truong hop do, tau phai cung cap bang
chung cho Quoc gia ¢6 cang la Chinh quyén Hang hai ciia Qudc gia tau
mang ¢ qudc tich da dong ¥ su tri hodn dic biét cu thé do COVID-19 va
tau c6 ké hoach vé thoi gian thyc hién kiém tra va danh gia cdp moi.

Trong truong hop khong c6 bing chimg tir Qudc gia tau mang cd qudc tich, tau
can duoc doi xtr theo cach théng thuong theo quy trinh cia Indian Ocean MOU.

Vi¢e ndi long mot cach thuc dung cac yéu céu nén duoc cac Qudc gia co
cang 4p dung trén cac tau da vuot qua yéu cau khong qua ba thang. Bt ky
tau nao vuot qua thoi gian an han ba thang tinh tir ngay hét han cua gidy
ching nhan gbc dai han can dugc ddi xir theo cach thong thudng.

Trang bi hé thdng quan Iy nude din

Trong trudng hop tau khong thé dap ung cac yéu cau cia Quy dinh B-3
ctia cong udc Quan 1y nudce din do viée tri hodn dua tau 1én da giy ra boi
su gian doan vi COVID-19, Qubc gia c6 cang can tim kiém xac nhdn Ia
Quéc gia tau mang co qudc tich da ddng ¥ su tri hodn dic biét cu thé do
COVID-19. Ciing can c6 bing ching cho thiy tau c6 ké hoach bao gdm
cach thirc ma theo d6 tau s& tuan tha cac yéu cau ctia Quy dinh B-3 cua
BWM.

Viéc néi 16ng mot cach thue dung cac yéu cau nén dugc cac Qudc gia co
cang ap dung trén cac tau da vuot qua ngay yéu cau khong qua ba thang.
Bét ky tau nao vuot qua thoi gian an han ba thang can duoc dbi xtr theo
cach thong thuong.

Xem lai hwéng din

Hudéng din nay sé dwge xem xét khi thich hop dé phut hop véi sw phat
trién cua virus COVID-19 va cac sang kién trong twong lai cia IMO.




INDIAN OCEAN MOU ON
PORT STATE CONTROL SECRETARIAT

PRESS RELEASE

INDIAN OCEAN MOU ISSUING GUIDANCE FOR DEALING WITH
IMPACT OF THE OUTBREAK OF THE COVID-19

Recognizing that, due to the outbreak of the COVID-19, the entire Global Shipping
industry is facing numerous challenges in meeting statutory requirements stipulated in
the Maritime Labour Convention 2006 (MLC 2006) and other relevant IMO conventions,

Understanding that there is a necessity to deal with such crucial circumstances (such as
extending periods of service onboard of seafarers, delaying periods for surveys,
inspections and audits, etc. as necessary) by adopting some important and critical
guidance among the member Authorities, and

Also realising that the Indian Ocean MOU’s one of the primary responsibilities is to
harmonise its port State control activities along with the other MOUs associated with
IMO,

The Member Authorities of the IOMOU have agreed to adopt an important and
pragmatic guidance in the most practical and harmonized approach.

This guidance is prepared based on the general principle that requests/issues from the
operators/owners/managers would be considered on a case-to-case basis by the
relevant port State Authority.

In accordance with the guidance, the port State Authority should request the
operator/owner/manager concerned to confirm that the flag State and/or the RO,
relevant seafarers’ organizations (as appropriate) have been involved in the process.
For consideration of the request by the port State Authority, operators/owners/ship
managers concerned should provide a plan or process containing equivalent solutions
to address the COVID-19 situation and letters of dispensation or exemption issued by
the flag State or RO, under which the period of grace for delaying surveys, inspections
or audits should be reflected, however, such period at this moment, shall not be
exceeding more than three months from the date of expiry of the applicable certificates,
in accordance with the relevant regulations of the conventions.



The guidance will be reviewed upon any future initiatives taken by the IMO/ILO or
developments of the situation.

20 March 2020

Contact:

IOMOU Secretariat

Ushakal House No. 92, Plot A-8,

Rangavi Estate, Dabolim, Goa-403801, India.
Email: iomoul@dataone.in / iomou.sec@nic.in
Website: www.iomou.org
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GUIDANCE FOR DEALING WITH IMPACT OF THE OUTBREAK OF THE COVID-19
RELATING TO MLC 2006

Introduction

Noting the impact of the COVID-19 the member Authorities of Indian Ocean MOU has agreed to
consider the issue of extending periods of service on board ships and accept there may be a
need to apply flexibility under the circumstances. As a general principal requests would be
considered on a case by case basis by the relevant port State.

Guidelines for port States

In doing so the port State should request the operator of the ship confirm that the flag State and
relevant seafarer organisations (if applicable) have been involved in the process.

When advising the port State of the need to extend periods on board the operator should
provide a plan or process that covers how variations to the MLC requirements would be
managed. This plan or process may include, or consist of:

¢ Amendments to the relevant parts of the Declaration of Maritime Labour Compliance —
Part | & Il respect of section 10 of Standard A5.1.3 of the MLC that to provide specific
equivalents solutions to address the 2019-nCoV virus situation.

e Letter of dispensations issued by flag States including appropriate conditions,
accompanied by a plan submitted by the ship owner describing what measures being
taken to comply with the conditions imposed by the flag State.

As an indicator of what the port State should look at, details such as those listed below would be
relevant to any plan or equivalent issued:

1. Has the flag state been engaged and has the operator also consulted with the crew and
relevant seafarer organisations?

2. What are the anticipated voyages noting such latitude may not be required where the vessel
is not headed toward a COVID-19 area.



3. Are the crew willing to, or requesting to, stay on board? There can be no uncertainty about
this element. We note that in some cases crew may want to remain on board as they cannot
get home where they live in a COVID-19 area.

4. How are the crew’ entitlements under MLC to be protected? The ship owner should advise
how the crews’ entitlements are to be protected in light of the extended stay on board and
what plans the ship owner has to repatriate them.

If the port State was satisfied then they would not object to such proposals and should
communicate this fact to the administration of the next port the vessel is headed to. It is up to
the operator to confirm the next port similarly has no objection.

10
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Circular Letter No. 2/2020
Date: 20.03.2020

GUIDANCE FOR DEALING WITH IMPACT OF THE OUTBREAK OF THE COVID-19
RELATING TO RELEVANT IMO CONVENTIONS

Introduction

Noting the global impact of COVID-19 and considering the relevant IMO Circular Letters, the
member Authorities of the Indian Ocean have agreed to consider the issue of delaying periods
for the surveys, inspections and audits, and accept there may be a need to apply flexibility
under the special circumstances. As a general principle the following guidelines would be
applied on a case by case basis by the relevant port State Authority.

Guidelines for port States

Interval of surveys and audits required by the conventions

In the event that a ship has not complied with the requirements of the surveys, inspections and
audits contained in relevant convention requirements (SOLAS Chapter | Regulation 10 etc.), the
ship must provide evidence to the port State that the flag State has agreed to an exceptional
delay specific to COVID-19. There should also be evidence that the ship has a plan that covers
how the ship will be brought back into the regular survey or audit cycle.

This pragmatic relaxation of requirements should be applied by port States on ships which have
exceeded the requirements by not more than three months. Any vessel beyond the grace period
of three months should be treated in the normal manner.

Duration of certificates

In accordance with the relevant convention requirements, the flag State Administration may
extend the validity of certificates up to three months or may issue short term certificates, the
period of the validity is no more than three months from the expiry date of the full term original
certificates. In such case the ship must provide the evidence to the port State that the flag State
Administration has agreed to an exceptional delay specific to COVID-19 and that the ship has a
plan that covers when the ship will be scheduled to be subject to the renewal survey and audits.

Where there is no evidence from the flag State, the ship should be treated in the normal manner
as per the Indian Ocean MOU procedures.

11



This pragmatic relaxation of requirements should be applied by port States on ships which have
exceeded the requirements by not more than three months. Any vessel beyond the grace period
of three months from the expiry date of the full term original certificates should be treated in the
normal manner.

Installation of Ballast Water Management System

In the event that a ship cannot meet the requirements of Regulation B-3 of the Ballast Water
Management convention due to delay of dry-docking caused by disruption from COVID-19, the
port State should seek confirmation that the flag State has agreed to an exceptional delay specific
to COVID-19. There should also be evidence that the ship has a plan that covers how the ship will
comply with the requirements of Regulation B-3 of BWM.

This pragmatic relaxation of requirements should be applied by port States on ships which have
exceeded the date required by not more than three months. Any vessel beyond the grace period
of three months should be treated in the normal manner.

Review of the quidance

This guidance will be reviewed as appropriate to keep aligned with developments of the
COVID-19 virus and future initiatives by IMO.
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